
 

 

29th of October, 2021 

 

Hi there, 

  

Welcome to our revamped, extended and enriched newsletter that marks our 

return to social media after a three-week pause caused by the vile and violent 

abuse I and my staff were enduring.  

 

Isn’t it lovely to feel the surge, the lift in community spirits as people burst out of 

lockdown? The relief and joy are palpable.  

 

And the massive effort by the people of Victoria to become fully vaccinated 

means we can reasonably hope, even expect, that further blanket lockdowns 

will not be needed, particularly if those eligible get a booster jab. More on that 

in a sec.  

 

In a nutshell, here’s where we are: Loneliness bites amid pandemic fights, vile 

slights & criminal nights. So. Let’s go.   

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh29Fvgb3I2BmYoLT6UPQmIobVyZz4SVUMW63JK5TRc2Mf-2FdNIKdWnPOymzgt1WXJEzy5zEdl0JWXUbTC7ulMpmkYx7HgB8GJRup8ADkEwVtq-2FVM1lTkjPe0EeO2pZk5T5bafY1kghLfXMjnhWMhCmlZTP967GMmqhB0CDuAlwgHfTFyB2v1Z3FmuPx1Pfo2SYB4okbJrO39KhD3ufrCuFNZ3uxBoBYA2WigohHEo4pbePQKLv1xvXUXjGRwtYffbiXLUq-2BiRxszEYd0SW6tTAo4U40pJMDCkyIRHuWaibzIvQGFDsE1LO5NxrnCP-2BQEPU4w-3D-3DI4zq_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29RPpMrYbdDn0GzDuMec6Q8DbEabmMAzXOmg6wTUKjhoyIi-2FIgGsq7pMiHsid6BQpVPGpO-2Fw1Ap0DaMNk2YpDfYD1CIb-2BVWYyXryb2Wud-2BS6jWCIax-2Be4o9X5RbdpWL-2F9-2Be172ZNdBeF6RxVaOuNOcIHdLYKN8ohU4xm3c0qNoOW44-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393256582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aOAtkYweEumcw6F0guZb3HU1uZ0t%2FF3EnvQ3Dbjodk8%3D&reserved=0


 
  

This week in Parliament, I ... 
  

• supported a motion for more committee oversight of the government's Covid 

response. 

• called for a hydromorphone trial that would replace illegally obtained heroin 

with a prescription medication. 

• asked the government to consider whether funding for health services in 

prisons is adequate. 

• paid tribute to Dr Rodney Syme, without whom, legislation for voluntary 

assisted dying would not have been possible. 

• urged the government to not leave VCAL students behind in new reforms. 

• called for research into hemp varieties which can be treated like any other 

crop, not like a drug. 

• met with the hemp taskforce to examine the current opportunities in 

supporting the industry and begin work on our report. 

• sought clarity in legislation which modernises liquor laws to include delivery 

drivers. 

• asked the government to reinstate the cancelled Rising Festival. 
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THE LONELINESS EPIDEMIC 

 

Not everyone has bounced back out with gusto and a grin, though. Tragically, 

far from it. We are traversing a Covid pandemic, but we are experiencing an 

ongoing loneliness epidemic. This report sets out the problem. And proposes 

some solutions. It finds the Government has failed to implement any longer-

term solutions. 

 

Next week Reason Party and I will launch a campaign to raise awareness of 

this silent mass killer – loneliness is a as big, if not bigger, threat as smoking 

15 cigarettes a day, and obesity, research has shown the world over. 

 

As we come out of the pandemic, the community needs to be aware of 

loneliness and be given tools to combat it. 

  

   

https://fionapatten.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Loneliness-An-Epidemic-by-Ben-McDonald.pdf


 
  

 

PANDEMIC PANDEMONIUM   
 

Parliament is debating pandemic-specific legislation to allow for further, 
targeted and limited public health responses, to replace the State of 
Emergency set to end in mid-December. There has been a shrill, overreaction; 
some people are falsely and, I must say, rather ignorantly mischaracterising 
the mooted move as some Machiavellian ``grab for power’’. 
 
It is not. I am going through the Bill line by line. The Opposition leapt to 
hyperbolic rejection of it before even having read it. That’s cynical and 
irresponsible. 
 
I will seek to amend it should need be – for example, I think some the penalties 
for individuals might need adjusting, and some definitions may be too broad. 
 
But the crucial point is that Victoria is going to lead the other states and 
territories in replacing SOE powers with rules that vastly increase transparency 
and accountability, something I have been calling for more than a year. Other 
states are just continually extending their SOE month-by-month. 
 

FINALLY, THE BUCK IS GUNNA STOP WITH THE 
PREMIER 

 
At last, the Government can no longer hide its decisions and responsibility 
behind ``medical advice’’. At last, we shall all be able to see, in real time, all the 
advice behind public-health decisions. 
 
At last, the buck stops with the Premier and Health Minister, as it should have 
all along, rather than with unelected officials – notwithstanding their ability and 
focus on the public interest. 
 
My simple question to those who are misunderstanding this proposal is: if you 
don’t want the Premier and Health Minister accountable for these decisions, 
who might you prefer? 
 



 

 
 

A giant of a man has left us for ever. And left us a 
monumental legacy.   
 

Dr Rodney Syme, without whom Victoria would not have passed voluntary 
assisted dying laws, died in recent days after a stroke 10 days earlier. He was 
86. 
 
Those laws are some the finest ever to come out of this place. He fought for 
decades for a law that gives terminally ill people very close to death and in 
agony the dignity of choice. 
 
The people of Victoria are the beneficiaries of Rodney Syme’s advocacy, 
activism, and legacy. 
 
Rodney, at massive risk to himself, openly stated he had been helping many 
such people for a long time. His moral conviction was unimpeachable. 
 
At his end, he chose to take no food or water after the stroke that felled him. 
He was a humble giant in our community, and known across the world for his 
determination, gentleness, and courage. 
 
Think of what a human should be. Rodney Syme was that, and I was blessed 
by his friendship and mentorship. 
 
I shared on Instagram my message to Rodney in his final days. Watch here. 
.  
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh244chjs6ii-2B6BcJGQs5mbVLDFztpUWcAPBX1rDMdiRFydCKbuBPd3A1NWXC55XTCsm44S1VpxoJghavDdNOt5Tk-3DeWWR_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29R1CPqm4b1Pmbols341nwo5rdO3kbZL5Llb1pJxR2knCgToncvsAr3yYIgKPqg47KPwypwg1DshLchoH7XAtyFSN1sJem7-2BsPLLJFzKG7s-2FGAjV-2FhW8sjjlxiEkPGAKQhRc8-2Bzo5XsWzRhTBi3WPTng8f2t-2B2W2VatOB-2FkRDPzbbw-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393306553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LBHQtjEQueZvHU2HsqqKfbawsVNEaQJZLWPdNQCuPP0%3D&reserved=0


 
  

The power of hemp  

 
Hemp is a plant with stupendous potential as old-growth forestry winds down, 

as has been explained here before. I have asked the Agriculture Minister to 

commission research into varieties of the plant best-suited to our climate. 

 

Hemp is not cannabis. It is the sober cousin of cannabis. Industrial hemp crops 

can be grown three times a year. Timber plantations require thirty years for one 

crop. 

 

Not only can hemp replace most building and timber products, including 

concrete, there are also profitable opportunities in food, beverage, cosmetics 

and pet food. 

 

 
 

Thoughts from Robbie Swan: Rocks are melting 

  

…well they’re getting lubed up a bit anyway.  

  

Who would have ever thought in their wildest dreams that the scion of Christian 

values for the Northern Metropolitan region and the man who crosses himself 



after every reading of the Lord’s Prayer in parliament - Liberal MLC, Craig 

Ondarchie - would rise in his seat to support the woman recently dubbed 

’Satan’s Little Helper’ by his Liberal colleague Bernie Finn. The issue? Whether 

advertising that was directly or indirectly ’sexual’ in nature should be allowed to 

promote alcohol sales.  

  

Yep, it happened on Thursday night as the Upper House debated amendments 

to the Liquor Control Reform Amendment Bill 2021. Fiona’s amendment was to 

get rid of the word ’sexual’ alongside the words, ’sexist’ and ‘degrading’ in 

defining advertising that would be unacceptable for a liquor outlet to use.  

  

’Sexual’ Fiona argued, was not a pejorative term in its own right, unlike the 

other two and should be allowed. LGBTIQ advertising could intrinsically be 

seen as ’sexual’ and a couple holding hands in a certain way and looking 

longingly into each other’s eyes could be seen as sexual. Even a candlelit 

dinner for two could be sexual depending on what happened after the meal. 

  

Labor’s Sean Leane tried valiantly to defend it saying the word was used in the 

Liquor licensing legislation in all other states. 

  

Fiona was having none of it. 

  

And then... the unthinkable. Ondarchie rose, colossus-like on the crimson 

velvet and declared that he could never have believed he would do such a 

thing but his party would be supporting Ms Patten’s amendment. Again he 

dissembled… ‘I can’t believe I’m doing this’. And yet he did. No doubt his next 

confession flashed before his eyes and his wagging Nonna’s finger weighed 

heavily on his mind.  

  

So why did he do it? Why did the party of the Australian Christian Lobby land 

on the side of night club owners and sly grog sellers? Only Ondarchie knows. 
  

  

 
  



Shout out to a Good Samaritan 

  

Last week, my office was vandalised during the night by masked criminals. 

Again. The next morning, some wonderful person removed the hideous words, 

hoping to protect me and my staff, and the public, from the words in this jarring 

attack. You know who you are. Thank you. 

   
  

Back from blackout  

  

The very same morning this kind and compassionate person acted, we 

recorded a video for the end of the social media pause. It’s a great way to 

communicate with constituents – but we’ll be limiting the access to comments 

on our posts. 

 

It’s been a gruelling few years. For everyone. We are making a plea for people 

to treat themselves and each other with kindness and compassion. 

 

WARNING: The video is raw and painful to watch, but we wanted people to 

see, hear, feel and understand just how awful the abuse is. Here it is. 



 

. 

   
  

Local music showcase! 

  

The pandemic has devastated the live music industry. I have been calling for 

more support for venues, but our musicians need help too. In support of Alex 

Lahey's open letter to the federal government asking for a wage subsidy for the 

industry, every week I will buy a record or shirt from a local musician. 

 

This week I treated myself to Cahill Kelly’s debut album, 'Classical and Cool 

Jazz'. Cahill is a Melbourne-based singer-songwriter and trust me, his sublime 

indie-folk vibes are just what you need this weekend. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh27SmmfSJjv5EcVwdCCcmlMwbd7RNEycCbPNLbXVuICW0XyLQ-2Bi8DLB9Hf-2BUz3ACJ1g-3D-3DxP8T_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29RXBnxm0B251DXOz4FmQpXHS6-2FNn9qpJu31Ow8c9TDTNkmToG4iF6xY0atU60rYNZqT-2BRY0yQj9iGwB3-2B7c-2B9XAiYYzPBi-2FG-2Bp4OL9tpgyw7L80MTeskFspyyJ19HX0GZlUtz6aN0pFP9MLX9YywO-2Fec36ckgCj4TLP1Z3h2x4e-2BE-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393316547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FwlBjFcAYPI0IJ%2BDLatjmvOYe6s659N4I2HsvT3wVLw%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Musicians make a pittance from Spotify – so until gigs are back in full swing I 

encourage you to spend the money you usually would on a gig, by buying a 

record or some merch. You can do this here. 

 

 

 

Next month an exciting new resource will be launched: the Global Drug Policy 

Index (GDPI). The Index will score and rank countries on how their national 

drug policies align with the international best practice in terms of health, 

criminal justice, access to medicines, and development. 

 

Upon its release, I’ll be joining MPs and experts from around the country to 

discuss what’s in it. You can register for the event here. 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh272Qqj77mHjjSDn1IyK0lGfZAku0ww6wfhfw0NTlEGT5s4UyzUrY9aOMcRzlVTzmYqyfJegIB5YlLfwz77nNMBhtPqyqoOYcjWWIPfxNXZlP9x-2B-2BAz2G5kDIW99XwPr9FaFtVH4OAz-2FFnDkdwm0nVfdxodm3XwBS-2FRy-2BEIgYuxEfNy1P6oC2t6KC-2FgdeixUWsQ-3D-3DJ3jP_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29Rrw4A50VnVYkiuXVu0hCkS-2FqGN-2FJ3JUN10xvCSOixJPBEqEf55Rcho-2Bon3HMLqGmQJuA0YHTbQDVITrLPQUCOUgasbunntvz969aE-2Bkud79SOqnQogod1FQEVmLweeQe10GRf5yXqXOaHZd-2Fe1OwyB3ZGBak6a3I-2FhqYkhBBpFyByTXFeu7i41-2BXtr1-2FLxfzD&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393316547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LHB7eSyNjNnNK7O4uPtrbnMSoPcZLu7akfvbzAGbm7w%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh23YfWvLQA-2FFHcdjkcXlcZp7L0n2yrgQnr-2FxrRrF9PQfrMnNaHd0nSivmqxpxOHGpe6rM6mgmKWtAJRh5y7af-2FttExrW9n9RnvOmM1yy0XGtBFUCj9goXbEc1LJ01SXb3-2BoDxgyITk2NrvMpWPhHSTpc-3Dts_7_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29RYGcl1T30CPPxoxFKp-2Bzexvia6g3CeH9JwEEKtez1FH17obk693pcZtRntfcg7eRno6mSB-2FAfO9gM2sn-2FqE-2BGQ7u7FfqAHJMoZVfIqhVBtsH5r1-2BtFfq6KUC9MRsWJ0dPdIh7IqzKjqzUfEgDa3mniugsERDBUEDMDxiwC-2B49RQunf2rXYgyWFoY6m9GtxiaF&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393326538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gMPfzvUIk0MoaCLm7Gue%2FGRYzScentEmmXXQerHISWw%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Song of the week goes out to Crown Royal Commissioner, Ray Finkelstein, 

who was scathing in his report, but ultimately did not recommend that Crown 

should lose their license. Take it away, Kenny. 

 

We’ll be producing this newsletter/newspaper every fortnight. We are 

determined to have at least one item in here of interest and/or entertainment 

for every reader. 

  

Take care of yourselves and each other, 

  

Fiona 

  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu6095790.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DgYbRhGOvY5JfjNuWEJqh27SmmfSJjv5EcVwdCCcmlMyf2iMhP25fZgsGunyHB6FrGbS3pzDdJX0pJwBaNaPF8g-3D-3D_GFk_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzCKvzWEljt6o2Tk1TMgSSCU-2F8bfJnnLPIcEjt4D1ys57jAjbdXQBH9jp9fuNPc-2BfgYaNBWpxX-2F8GbcrcNfwn1-2B0BOW448MmliCAgwXVTr4qWiB22laIOwl8t3krApC8M59oABVq4JGDYyGfvpM71Q3BhkNoDFQT0bAL0Dgby1PHekqz1jXs0evX5Tp-2Bhx6p-2B6GYpJ-2FFcchizqYkuu0Hh-2BCg2CLp-2BETb9uGRxVEa5xU6o4WOgKtqKimKdGGGX4GvblhyV7qjHf3p-2BVJiuAR7YMIBnrEEm4udf8jDasZMG29R-2FVnJrkMPiOyuxwUCwUqeKYan2tja1rT3CmRMzopsdmL5YZTJXhRCQFcQo2gF1dr-2FIq9WIDBnhkSA-2Fyl4rtgAjOk6740UCeToj1uWCLtfWep8bF-2Fp4nbTm-2FWlZpt9v7xnRCDKzdy8XYRDtMizyttpA39YXZjPvquaxUuh-2BeUGG0OzwxlgxhRYseo33vkNgbaM&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.peake%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C37068e1a31774d761c3c08d99a958e09%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637710789393336534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NU0KTrBrtOQ3hisB%2B9SlVDJ1aoVbW8qU5VtVssLP5tk%3D&reserved=0

